and to the Anglo establishment. Los Angeles' La Cr6nica (The Chronicle, 1872-1 892?), in fact, advertised itself as the city's "official" newspaper, principally because it held a city printing contract. Still other Spanish-language newspapers from California to Te xas were affiliated with the political parties and only published around election time to support party platforms and candidates in the Hispanic communities. All of this leads Gutierrez to conclude the, "The lines of dependency, coupled with the content of newspapers, would seem to indicate that attempts were made to harness the Spanish-language press and utilize it as an instrument of social control."x Despite this attempt to control the Hispanic population through the press, the Anglo-Americans' migration into the region brought with it from the East advanced technology and equipment. Ironically, this directly resulted in printing presses coming into Hispanic hands as never before and the subse quent founding of more and more Spanish-language newspa pers to serve the native Hispanic population of the Southwest. And when the railroad reached the territories, dramatic changes occurred as a consequence of greater access to machinery and technology as well as better means of distribution for print products. The last third of the century, thus, saw an explosion of independent Spanish-language publishing by Hispanics.
New Mexico
Drawing comparably fewer Anglo settlers and entrepre neurs than California and Te xas and because of its larger Hispanic population, New Mexico was the territory that first developed a widespread independent native Hispanic press. No not only did more Hispanics live there, but they also lived in a more compact area and with comparably less competition and violence from Anglo newcomers. The Nuevomexicanos were able to hold onto more lands, property and institutions than did the Hispanics of California and Te xas. Control of their own newspapers became essential in the eyes of Hispanic intellectuals and community leaders in the development of Nuevomexicano identity and self-determination in the face of Kane//os-Perspectives adjusting to the new culture that was foisted upon them during the territorial period. Nuevomexicanos were in a double-bind. On the one hand, they wanted to control their own destiny and preserve their own language and culture while enjoying the benefits and rights of the advanced civilization that the United States had to offer through statehood. On the other hand, they immediately became aware of the dangers of Anglo-American cultural, economic and political encroachment in New Mexico. According to Melendez, many of the intel lectual leaders, espe cially newspaper publishers, believed that the native popula tion would only advance, learn to protect itself, and merit state hood through education; they saw the newspapers as key to the education and advancement of the natives as well as to the protection of their civil and property rights. Nuevomexicanos felt the urgency to empower themselves in the new system and to retain some of the power they had under Mexico while Washington delayed statehood for more than fifty years , in expectation, of Anglos achieving a numerical and voting supe riority in the territory.xi
In the decade following the arrival of the railroad in 1879, native Hispanic journalism increased dramatically in the New Mexico territory. According to Melendez , a true flower ing of Nuevomexicano periodicals followed in the 1890s, when some thirty-five Spanish-language newspapers were being published. xii The result was that the English-language and bilingual newspapers were left to serve a mostly English speaking elite, while the Spanish-language papers were serv ing the rest of the inhabitants. By 1900, every settlement along the Rio Grande corridor had Spanish-language newspapers, and the practice extended into southern Colorado and to Texas. The most populous cities supported the greatest press activity: Las Cruces, Albuquerque, Santa Fe and Las Vegas.xiii From 1879 to the year New Mexico was admitted as a state of the Union, 1912, more than ninety Spanish-language newspa pers were published in New Mexico.xiii By 1891 , native Hispanic journalism had become so widespread and intense that a newspaper association was founded, La Prensa Asociada Hispano-Americana, to set up a network of corre spondents, to share resources and to facilitate reprinting items from each member newspaper in a kind of informal syndica-tion. Thus in a few short decades some native inhabitants of what had been a backwater province under Mexico and a fron tier colony under the United States had been transformed into intellectuals and activists utilizing print and transportation tech nologies. They took the lead in ushering their community into the twentieth century and statehood.
How and why did this occur? Melendez posits that there was a political exigency to preserve their language, cul ture and civil rights. He writes: "The 'communications circuit' used by local journalists functioned, on the one hand, as coun terhegemonic discourse that subverted assaults on Mexicano culture, and on the other, as a way to channel the power of lit eracy to change society."x iv The new technology that Nuevomexicanos adopted did not represent fundamental cul tural change; rather it empowered cultural expression that was long held and deeply rooted in the area. As Meyer put it, "The Spanish-language press, as a bridge between tradition and modernity and as an advocate of its people in Hispanic New Mexico, served as a counter discourse contesting the Anglo myth of the frontier and claiming a space for otherness in American society. In its pages one finds the multivocal reality of neomexicano cultural identity that resists monolithic defini tion."x v Melendez documents how the Nuevomexicano journal ists set about taking control of their social and cultural destiny by constructing what they saw as a "national" culture for them selves,which consisted of using and preserving the Spanish language, formulating their own version of history and their own literature, all of which would ensure their self-confident and proud entrance to the Union. From within the group of newspaper publishers and editors sprung a cohesive and iden tifiable corps of native creative writers, historians, and publish ers who elaborated on a native and indigenous intellectual tra dition that is the basis of much of the intellectual and literary work of Mexican Americans today. In addition, the young jour nalists quite often went on to become leaders in New Mexico trade, commerce, education and politics-a legacy still felt today.
The cultural nationalism of these native journalists, of course, sprung from the necessity to defend their community from the cultural, economic and political onslaught of the "out siders." Their newspapers were to provide "la defense de nue stro pueblo y nuestro pafs" (the defense of our people and our homeland). And, in keeping with their community leadership, their defense of cultural and civil rights was often issued in front page editorials that in no uncertain terms made it clear that Nuevomexicanos had to assume a posture of defense in order to survive and that part and parcel of the defense was the fur thering of education and cultural solidarity. Throughout its issues, La Cr6nica not only defended Mexican Americans against racism but waged a battle for cul tural preservation. And preserving the Spanish language, again, was at the heart of preserving the culture. In its February 24, 1877, issue, for instance, La Cr6nica bemoaned the trend of Mexican Americans losing their ability to speak Spanish and specifically called upon the Spanish-language press to take on the defense of Spanish as part of its commu nity mission. La Cr6nica, as holder of the concession for print ing public notices in Spanish for the city government, had an official role in this regard.
In insisting on integration into the American education and political system and on learning the English language for survival, while promoting the preservation of Hispanic culture and the Spanish language, El Clamor Publico and La Cr6nica and most of the other Spanish-language newspapers of California in the three decades after statehood created a firm basis for the development not only of an ethnic minority identi ty but also of biculturalism -which is precisely what Hispanics advocate today in the United States. The raza because of its respectable numbers in Arizona, could well partake of the greatest amount of guarantees, if they had their just representation in the more important public posts. But in a very injurious manner it seems that, with a few honorable exceptions, the raza has resigned itself to licking the chain which binds it to the controlling powers of those who would take advantage of their ignorance and disunity, those who do not return the service rendered, nor judge them worthy of any kind of consideration . Because of the indifference with which we view the politics of this country. Erroneously possessing a patriotic feeling for our racial origins, our interests are here yet our souls remain in Mexico. This is a grave error, because we are American citizens .... xxix Sheridan believes that Soto's essays and speeches were very influential in getting the Mexican American community to refo cus and to realize once and for all that its destiny was truly in the United States and that it had to concentrate on bettering the conditions of Mexicans here; he even purposefully referred to the community not as the "Mexican colony" but as the "Hispanic American colony" in order to bring the community into the mainstream of life in the United States, much as European immigrant groups had been doing in their adopted country.xxx Americans, and Lozano saw the need for a grander, more pro fessional newspaper that would encompass the large immi grant community. The daily newspapers that were founded in the major urban centers of the Southwest by Mexican immi grant publishers soon displaced many native Mexican American ones, although the natives' issues and perspectives were also assimilated and represented in many of these papers, as much as they were in La Prensa. In smaller towns and cities, nativist efforts were able to survive into the post World War II era and the open recognition of a Mexican American identity.
Arizona
A broader reading of the hundreds of Spanish-language newspapers published in the Southwest from the mid nine teenth century until World War II will substantiate that an eth nic minority and sometimes a "racial" minority consciousness was developing indeed. More importantly, thousands of read ers in Southwestern communities were consuming and assim ilating these ideas for decades. Further reading of periodicals will show that these rudimentary nineteenth century perspec tives made their way into English-language publications and into the stances that the major civil rights organizations assumed from World War II period to the present.
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